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DETAILED ACTION 
Double Patenting 

1 . Claims 1 - 5 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1 - 4 of U.S. Patent No. 6,697,915. Although the 
conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other because the 
instant claims are broader versions of the patented claims, and as such, are anticipated by the 
patented claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 - 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fang et al. (US 
Patent No. 6,539,5 1 8, hereinafter "fang"). 

4. With respect to claims 1 , 5 and 6, Fang discloses a decoder for temporarily storing in a 
buffer memory in sector units digital data having a predetermined number of bytes processing 
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the digital data by correcting and detecting code errors included in the digital data, and 
transferring the processed digital data, the decoder (figure 2) comprising: 

a check head register for storing a first address of the buffer memory when the storing of 
the processed digital data to the buffer memory is started (figure 3, 390 and 395); 

a check sector counter for counting the number of sectors of the processed digital data 
stored in the buffer memory to generate a count value (figure 2, 207, see also col. 5, lines 34 - 
38); 

a command decision circuit connected to the check head register and the check sector 
counter for deciding whether the digital data requested to be transferred is stored in the buffer 
memory based on the first address, the count value, and a head address of the digital data 
requested to be transferred (col. 7, line 55 - col. 8, line 15); and 

a command register connected to the command decision circuit for storing a data transfer 
request command (col. 7, lines 9-15, see also US Patent No. 5,946,708 which is incorporated 
by reference in Fang, col. 7, lines 31 - 39), 

wherein the command decision circuit permits the decoder to transfer the processed 
digital data when deciding that the digital data requested to be transferred is stored in the buffer 
memory. 

5. With respect to claim 2, the count value corresponds to an address interval of the 
processed digital data occupying the buffer memory, and wherein the command decision circuit 
adds the address interval to the first address to generate a comparison address and decides 
whether the digital data requested to be transferred is stored in the buffer memory by comparing 
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the comparison address and the head address of the digital data that is requested to be transferred 
(col. 5, lines 34-38, col. 6, lines 28 - 58, the valid cache count corresponds to a block of 
transferred data, i.e., address interval, which keeps track of the difference between 390 and 395, 
these pointers are compared to insure that data blocks are not overwritten). 

6. With respect to claim 3, the command register stores the data transfer request command 
that includes address information, wherein the command decision circuit decides the head 
address of the digital data requested to be transferred based on the address information (col. 7, 
lines 30-44). 

7. With respect to claim 4, the command decision circuit decides the head address of the 
digital data that is requested to be transferred based on address information received from an 
external microcomputer (col. 6, lines 59 - 60, see also col. 7, lines 30 -44). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Woo H. Choi whose telephone number is (571) 272-4179. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Reginald Bragdon can be reached on (571) 272-4204. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Woo JkfVhoi 
February 28,2006 



